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Did you know that...

Under Bylaw 2008-47 on water purification, issued
by the Communauté métropolitaine de Montréal

,' ! Source : Environnement Canada, 2011
When drainage water from roofs is collected by a

gutter system [...], this water must be directed onto
the surface of the soil, at least 1.5 metres from a
building, while avoiding infiltration toward any
foundation drain.

Nevertheless...

[ . During heavy rainstorms, it is predicted that the

) _ rainfall will increase by 15% between now and the
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middle of the century.
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Recovering rainwater...

to protect
the foundation
of your building

Nearly 50% of Montreéal buildings are constructed
on clay soil. Champlain clay contracts when it dries.
The stress then placed on building foundations may
cause cracks in the building. The average cost of a
repair is $17,000.

This problem might reoccur from time to time with
the global warming trend. Take precautions. Use
rainwater to keep the soil moist.

A downspout extender or self-coiling diverter, a
percolating well, a drainage trench... These are
some of the many ways of redirecting the water
from the roof to infiltrate the soil. Just make sure to
direct the water at least 1.5 m from your building
foundation, without doing anything detrimental to
your neighbours.

to preserve your
landscaping

A gutter equipped with a simple, inexpensive device that
directs the rainwater toward the lawn, the vegetable
garden, the landscaping or trees helps hydrate the soil
and better preserve the vegetation during dry spells.
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How can you do more? Grow a rain garden.

If your grounds are suitable for a rain garden, consider growing one. Select plants that like to have
their "feet in the water".
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reserve of
quality water

Storing rainwater in reservoirs helps build up a reserve of
unchlorinated water, ideal for watering the garden and
plants, in addition to saving drinking water.

Place your barrel at a certain height in order to take
advantage of the effect of gravity when watering.
"Ready-to-install" equipment is available in hardware
stores.

Once your rain barrel has reached maximum capacity,
make sure that the surplus water is directed toward a
penetrable surface.




